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Car Culture

Musical explores the funny side of owning an SUV

By Mike Hudson / Special to The Detroit News
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Hey SUV owner! Does it grind you that some tree-hugging city-dweller resents you for owning a large truck? 

Hey environmentalist! How do you feel at the sight of a massive sport-ute gobbling gasoline? 

Angry? That's what this strange debate does to people. And as a result, the conversation seldom gets further than mumbled insults and rolled eyes. 

But now, just when we need it, a savior has come to bring these two sides together. Presenting "SUV: The Musical!" 

The show, which debuts off-Broadway this month in New York City, will use the international language of song to explore the issue of massive vehicles and the people who love them. 

"What are we hoping for? Well, an extended run at a Detroit theater would be good," said Gersh Kuntzman, a former Newsweek columnist who wrote the show. "Really, it's just a way of having fun with the politics of the day instead of this boring punditry out there." 

At risk of giving away the plot, let's just say it involves an evil car designer, a heroic environmentalist, a tap-dancing Saudi sheik and two frisky and amorous crash test dummies. 

Get out of my dreams and into a theater near me! 

Now let's be honest. "SUV: The Musical!," on the Web at www.suvthemusical.com, is obviously more than a bit biased against hulking trucks. And Gersh's main motivation is to continue his small personal crusade to connect our dependence on foreign oil to our love of gas-guzzling vehicles. 

You may not have agreed with Michael Moore's "Fahrenheit 9/11," but he showed respect for his detractors by using so much humor to get his point across. "SUV" does that, too, making fun of virtually every aspect of our car culture, the industry and even the people who get bent out of shape by huge cars. 

It's when nobody's safe from criticism that actual progress can be made. 

While the auto industry may seem to care little for the environment, it is a tad obnoxious for people who live in cities with mass transit to criticize those who don't for depending on cars; or for people who live in sun-drenched climes to denigrate those who live where it snows for buying a big four-wheel drive truck to get to work and back. 

And pretending Detroit, which (sometimes) profits mightily from auto production, bears no responsibility for our continued dependence on oil imports is just as crass. 

Given all of these facts, motorists on one side of the divide sometimes resort to, "I'll drive what I damn well please" statements while some on the other side spit on SUVs or even set a few Hummers on fire. A real resentment exists -- I've seen it from friends and relatives on both sides of the ideological spectrum. 

So a good laugh at our own expense with an eye toward progress seems like a good idea. 

At the very least, we'll finally get to see some crash test dummies make out. 

Mike Hudson is a Los Angeles freelance writer and an editor at the auto Web site Edmunds.com. He can be reached at mhudson@edmunds.com.
