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A Calendar You Can Count on 
Our columnist ponders a proposal that would allow each date to fall on the same day every year
WEB EXCLUSIVE 

By Gersh Kuntzman 
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April 11 - Now here's an idea whose time has come. Actually, probably not. But one thing is certain: When this idea's time finally does arrive, it'll show up on the same day of the week every year.

I'm talking about the C&T Calendar, a radical reorganization of our yearly schedule that's being pushed by an astronomy professor at Johns Hopkins University.
Here's the idea in a nutshell: The existing calendar, instituted by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582, configured the 365 days of the year to accommodate a seven-day week (that's a Biblical pre-requisite, so there's nothing he could've done, unless he wanted to be an ex-pope). Problem is, the number 365 is not perfectly divisible by seven, which explains why he had to add a 29th day to February every four years. I'm no fan of the papacy, but I have to give Gregory his props. It's not such a bad calendar.
Then again, I'm not a university professor (full disclosure: I once was on that career path, but one day, I took a look around the grad school lounge and realized that academia would be fatal to my social life and softball career, so I abandoned it for journalism). If I were a university professor like Dick Henry, the Johns Hopkins astronomer, I'd be infuriated at the Gregorian calendar. And I'd use that anger to devise a new one.
"The motivation was simple," Henry told me from his Baltimore office. "Look, I'm a professor. I teach the same course every year. I have the same lecture schedule and hand out the same syllabus every year. But each year, it changes by one day. So here I am, spending two days every year just retyping syllabuses and lesson plans. For years, I treated it as a fact of academic life, but being a professional astronomer, it occurred to me that it's not necessary. This calendar has forced me to do this extra, annoying work every year. And not just me. I'm just one professor in one department. All the professors here have to do it. And this is just one school. What about all the college professors in the world? What about all the high school teachers? There are a lot of people doing this mindless updating. And every year, everyone has to buy a new calendar. That's great for the calendar-makers, but not for the rest of us."
So Henry reconfigured the 365 days of the year to have every date fall on the same day of the week, regardless of the year. He used Christmas Day as his lock point: It would always fall on a Sunday. Which means that New Year's Day would always fall on a Sunday (and New Year's Eve would always be a Saturday night, too.) February 16 would always be a Wednesday. August 14 would always be a Monday. And my birthday, May 19, would always fall on a Saturday (Henry swears he did not configure the calendar with me in mind). 
Of course, Henry didn't "solve" the problem that afflicts most calendars. See, if you're going to insist on the Biblically mandated seven-day week, you're always going to be stuck with an extra day. The "leap years" on Henry's calendar would consist of a single, seven-day week added every five or six years (he's got them plotted from the year 2009 until the year 9998 at http://henry.pha.jhu.edu/calendarDir/newton.html). He calls the extra seven days a "Newton Week" in honor of the gravity-loving scientist, Sir Isaac Newton. Henry would stick the week in between June and July. And in a great publicity move, Henry also suggests that Newton Week be a week-long paid holiday (he recommends that people use the time to study physics, which I would argue should be optional). 
As an atheist, I'd recommend a five-day week and, therefore, a 73-week calendar that would never require extra days. But such a calendar has about as much chance of getting accepted as the Supreme Court finally ordering the removal of "In God We Trust" off of the currency of this supposedly God-neutral country. (But now that you mention it...) Henry is not religious, but he's smart enough to know that the seven-day week is pretty much the only thing the world can agree on. "If I want my calendar to be adopted, I can't offend my millions of friends who are religious," Henry said. "The world doesn't need another dispute."
Henry mentioned other rival configurations—like the World Calendar, a 12-month perennial calendar that incorporates off-calendar or "blank" days—but said they fail the God test because they have some weeks with eight days (which only a Beatles fan could love). Henry says fans of the other calendars should join his campaign. "I recognize that calendars with 'blank days' and extra days will simply never be implemented. With my calendar, you get all the benefits of your alternative calendar, plus the hope that we could get actual implementation," Henry said, reminding me of how my fellow Democrats told me to support Kerry because he was so "electable."
At this point, all that's needed is, well, a need. Henry doesn't delude himself into thinking that anyone besides professors is crying out for a new calendar. "But we are generating a groundswell," he said. "I was on TV in Moscow. I was on the radio in Perth. I think an article in NEWSWEEK could be the tipping point. Can you put me on the cover?"

You got it, professor! You can have the cover on the 3rd of Newton, I promise.
Gersh Kuntzman is also a reporter for The New York Post. Check out his rudimentary website at http://www.gersh.tv
