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Musical makes sport of sport-utes;
SUVs get the do-re-mi treatment in New York



BY MARTIN F. KOHN; FREE PRESS THEATER WRITER

Some people don't like SUVs. Some really don't like SUVs and some dislike
them so much that they write "SUV: The Musical!" in which a designer of gigantic
sport-utility vehicles ends up on trial for crimes against humanity.

The show opens Saturday in New York.

It's a comedy.

"I'm a subway guy," says playwright-lyricist Gersh Kuntzman, 40, a New Yorker
who has "no connection to Detroit" other than his feelings about sport-utes:
they're unnecessarily large, their drivers act like they own the road and they
increase America's dependence on foreign oil. His collaborator,
composer-lyricist Marc Dinkin, 33, doesn't own a car. "That's the only reason I
got the gig," Dinkin says.

Kuntzman, at least, has a car. "It's a 1998 Mazda 66" that's decidedly short
on mechanical frills. "It has manual windows. It doesn't even have a trunk
latch," Kuntzman says.

"SUV: The Musical!" is a little more elaborate, with 10 songs, 13 characters
and a cast of eight -- nine if you count Kuntzman's cameo as the trial judge.
Actor Christian Maurice, 24, who grew up in Bloomfield Hills, plays the evil SUV
designer and says he's having the time of his life.

Song titles include "Bigger Is Better," "My Little Yugo" and "How Did Your
Oil Get Under Our Sand?" the latter sung by a tap-dancing Saudi sheikh who
summarizes, quite impressively, the geopolitical history of the Middle East.
There is also a love song for crash test dummies.

And there's an SUV onstage -- a prop, not a real one.

"SUV" is scheduled for five performances as part of the New York
International Fringe Festival, a yearly, two-week showcase of new, nonmainstream
work by about 200 troupes at more than 20 venues.

Kuntzman says he has faxed invitations, waiving the $15 ticket price for any
"SUV" performance, to Ford Motor Co. CEO William Clay Ford. Jr., Chrysler Group
CEO Tom LaSorda and General Motors CEO Rick Wagoner. Kuntzman has received no
responses. He isn't likely to, spokesmen for the automakers said Wednesday.

Generally, a few Fringe Festival shows receive additional productions. The
most famous Fringe alumnus, the musical "Urinetown," made it to Broadway, where
it ran for 965 performances and won three Tony Awards.

Nobody is predicting Broadway for "SUV" but Dinkin thinks "It could,
hopefully, go the next step." If not, there are jobs to fall back on. Kuntzman
is a reporter for the New York Post; Dinkin is a doctor.
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